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DECLARATION 


BY THE hn 


- kn gs Wy ajelty 
To His Subjects of the Kingdoms of Scotland, 
_ England, and Ireland, Printed at Edimburgh. 16 50. 


| Se&..T. 

Ts Majeſty taking injconfideration, that merciful diſpenſation 

| w& of Divine Providence, by which he hath been recovered out of 

. MK the ſnare ofevil Counſel, aud having attained ſo full perſwaſion, 

'-:._.. - and conſcience of the Loyalty of his. people in- Scotland, with 
whom he hath too long ſtood at a diſtance ; and of the righteouſneſs of - 

their Cauſe, 'as to-joyn in one Coyenant with them, and to caſt himſelf 
and his intereſts wholly upon God, and in all matters Civil, to follow the 
Advice of his Parliament, and ſuch as ſhall be intruſted by them ; andin all 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, the Adviceof the General Aſſembly and their Com» 

miſſioners; and being ſenſible of his duty tro God, oy deſirous to a 

prove bimſelf to theconſciences of all is good Subjets, andto ſtop t 
mouthsof his and their Enemies andTraducers,doth in reference to his for- } 
mer deportments, and as to his Reſolutions for the future, Declare as fol- Tt 

tows- | j 
 Sef-11. Though his Majefty as a dutiful ſon be obliged to honor the me- 
mory of his Royal Father. and have in eſtimation the perſon of his Mother; 
yet doth he defire to be deeply humbled and afflicted in fpirit before God, 
becauſeof his Fathers hearkening to, and following evil Counſels, and his 
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HE] ( 24): 
ant, by which-fo:much of the blood of the Lords people hath been ſhed in 
heſe Kingdoms; And for the 1dolatry of his Mother, the toleration where- [ 
of inthekinghouſe;as it was matter of great ſtumbling roaltheProreftant 
| Churches, 5 Wnld it not biebe an high proyocation*againſt himwho is a: 
tealous God, viſiting the fins of the Fathers upon the children : And albe- 
it his Majeſty might extenuate his former Carriages and aRions in follow- 
ing the advice, and walking in the way of thoſe who are oppoſite vo the 
Covenant, andto the work of God, and might excuſe his delaying to give 
ſatisfaRion to the juſt and neceſſary deſires of the Kirk and Kingdom of 
Scotland, from his.education, and age, and evil counſel, and company, and 
from the ſtrange and inſolent proceedings of SeRaries againſt his Royal 
| Father ;!and inreference to Religion and the antient Government of the 
| Kingdom of England, to which he hath the undoubted right of Succeſſion ; 
yet knowing that he hath tg do with God,he doth ingeniouſly acknowled 
'} all his ownſins,and all the fins of his Fathers houſe, craving pardon, an 
| hoping for mercy and reconciliation through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt. And | 
as he doth valuetheconftant addreſſes that were made by his people to the | 
Sorons of grace on his behalf, when he ftood in oppoſition to the'work of 
od, as a ſingular teftimony of Long-ſuffering, patience and mercy upon | 
the Lords part,and loyalty upon theirs ; ſo doth he hope, and ſhall take ic 
as one of the greateſt rokens of their love and affeRion to him and to his 
Government, that they will continue in Prayer and Supplication to God 
for him ; That the Lord who ſpared and preſerved him to this day,notwith- 
| flandingofall his own guiltineſs, "may be at peace with him, and give him 
to fear the Lord his God, and to ſerve him with a perfe@ heart and with a 
willing mind all the days of his life. | 
Se&.111. And his Majeſty having upon full perſwaſion of the Juſtice and 
{1 Equity of all the Heads and Articles thereof, now ſworn and ſabſcribed the 
National Covenant of the Kingdom of Scotland, & the Solemn League and 
'} Covenant of the three Kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland, doth 
+ declare,That be hath not ſworn and ſubſcribed theſe Covenants,andentred 
{} intothe Oath of God with his people,upon any finifter intention and croo- 
ked deſign, for attaining his own ends; but ſo far as humane weakneſs | 
will permit, inthe truth and ſincerity of his heart : 4nd that he is firmly 
reſolved, ir the Lords ſtrength to adhere thereto, and to proſecute to the 
utmoſt of his power all the ends thereof, in his ſtation and calling, really, 
conf ney and ſincerely all the days of his life. In order to which, be doth 


i fir Foe profeſs and Declare, That be Fills haye no enemies hut the 


oh the Covenant ; and that he will have no friends but the "2. 


enemies 0 
riends of tie Covenant : And therefore as hedoth now deteſt and abhor 
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all Popery,Superſtition and Idolary 0 ker with Pcelacy, and all Errors , 
Herelie,Schiſm and Prophanneſs, and reſolves not to tolerate, much. leſs 
allow any of theſe in'any part of his Majeſties, Dominions , but to oppoſe, 
hitaſelf thereto, , and to indeavour the Exterpation thereof to the utmolt 
of his power ; ſo doth heas a Chriſtian Exhort, and as a King require, that 
all ſuch ofhisSnbjets,who have ſtood in oppoſition to the Solemn League 
and Covenant,and Work of Reformation, upon a pretence of Kingly Inte- 
reſt;or any other pretext whatſoever,to lay down their Enmity againlt the 
cauſe and people of God, and to ceaſe to prefer the inttereſt of|Man to the 
Intereſt of Cod;which hath been one of thoſe things which hath occakon= 
ed may Troubles and Calamities, in theſe Kingdomes, and being inliſteq 
into,will be ſo far from Eitabliſhing of the Kings throne,that it will prove 
an Idol of Jealouſiie, to provoke unto wrath him whois King of Kings,and 
Lord of Lords. The King ſhall alwayes eſteem them belt Servants,and molt 
Loyal Snbjets, who ſerve him, and ſeek his greatneſs in a right line of ſub- 

_ ordination unto Cod ; Giving unto God the things that are Gods, and unto, 
Ceſar the things that are Ceſars: And reſolveth, not to love or countenance 
any Who have fo little Conſcience and Piety, as to follow his intereſts 
with a prejudice to the Goſpeland theKingdome of Jefus Chriſt, which he 
looksnot upon as a duty, bur as flattery, and driving of Self-Deligne, un- 
der a'Pretenice of maintaining Royal Authority and Greatneſs.Szcondly,His 

' Majeſty being convinced in conſcience of the exceeding great Sinfuineſs and 
Untawfulneſs of that treaty and peace made with the Bloody Iriſh Rebels, 
who treacherouſly ſhed the blood of ſo many ofhis Faithfal and Loyal Sub= 
Je&s in Ireland, and of allowing unto them the liberty of the Popith religt- 
on ; For the which he doth from his heart defire to be deeply humbled be- 
fore the Lord : and likewiſe conſidering how many breaches have been up- . 
on their part , doth Declare theſarne to be void, and that his Majeſty is 
abſolved there from ; being truly ſorry that he ſhould have ſonght unto {o 
an{awful help of reſtoring of him to his throne, and reſolving for the time 
to come, rather to chooſe Affliction then Sin. Thirdly. As his Majelty did 
in the late treaty with his people in this Kingdom agree to recal and annul 
all Commiſſionsagainf any of his Subjefts who did adhere to the Covenant 
and Monarchical Government in any of his Kingdoms : So doth he now 
declare,that by Commiſſionating of ſome perſons by Sea again the people 
of England,he did not intend damage'or Injury to his oppreit and harmlels, 
Subjetts in that ivingdome , who follow their Trade of Merchandize in 
their lawful callings,but only the oppoſing and ſappreling of thoſe who had | 
Uſurped the woah inoogn z andnot only bar him from his jult Right, bug _ | 


alſo exerciſe an\arbitrafy power over his people,n thoſe things which con- '*; 
cern 
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«of Faithand Carechiſm,but alſo the Propoſitions andDire 
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cern their perſons; conſciences and eſtates: And as ſince his coming into 
Scotland he hath given no Commiſſions againſt any of his SubjeQs in _Zng- 
land or Treland io be doth hereby aſſure and declare, that he will ns none-- 


ro theifiprejudiceor damage; and whatever ſhall be the wrongs 
ſurpers, Thar be will beſo far from avenging theſe upon any who are free 
thereof by interrupting or ſtopping the liberty of Trade & Merchandize, or 
otherwiſe,thathe will ſeek their good, and to the utmoſt employ his Royal 
power,that'theymay be proteRted anddefendedagainſt the unzut violence 
of all men whatſoever. And albeit his-Majeſty deſites to conſtruct well of 
rhe intentions-of rhoſe (in reference to his Majeſty) who have been active 
in Council or arms againſt the Covenant ; yet being convinced that it doth 
conduce for the honor of God, the good of his Cauſe; and his own honor 
and happineſs, and for the peace and ſafety of theſe kingdoms, that ſuch be 
riot imployed in places of gue and truſt, He doth Declate,thathe willnot 
employ,nor giveC ommiſtions to any ſuch, until they have not only taken, 
-or renewed the Covenant, but alſo have given ſufficient evidences of their 
integrity, carriage and affetion to the Work of Reformation, and ſhall be 
declared capable of Truſt by the Parliament of either Kingdomreſpetive : 
And his Majeſty upon the ſame grounds, doth hereby recal all Commih- 
-ons giyento any fuch perſons, conceiving all ſach perſons willſo-much ten- 
der a good underſtandingbetwixc himand bis Subjects,and the ſettling and 
preſerving a firm peacein theſe Kingdoms, That they will not grudge nor 


. repine at. his Majeſties Reſolutions and Proceedings herein, muchleſs npon 


diſcontent a& any thing in a divided way,untothe raiſing of new Troubles, 
eſpecially ſince upon their pious and good deportment thereis a Regreſs 
left unto them in manner above expreſſed. | 

- . Se&.1V. And as his Majeſty hath given ſatisfaRionto the jul and neceſſa- 
ry deſires of the Kirkand Kingdom of Scot/and, fo doth he hereby aſſure 8& 
declare, That he isno leſs willing and deiirous to give fatisfation-to the 
juſtand neceſſary deſires of his good SubjeRtsin £ngl/anudand Ireland;and in 
token thereof, if the Houſes of Parliament of England, littingin freedom, 
ſhall rhink fic to preſentuntq him the Propoſitions of peace, agreed upon 
by both Kingdoms, hewill not only accord to the ſame,and ſuch alterations 
thereanent, as the Houſes of Parliament, in regardof the Conſtitution 
of affairs; and the good of his-Majefty and his Kingdoms, ſhall judge ne- 


\ceffary,; btit do what is further neceſfary for proſecuting the ends of the 


Solemn{ eague and Coyenant, eſpecially in thoſe things which concern the 
Reformation ofthe Church of E __—_ in Docrine , Worſhip, Diſcip'ine, 
and Government; That not only the Dire&ory of Worſhip,the Confeſſion 


tory.of Church- 
Govern. 
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be ſettled ; and that the Church of England may enjoy the fall LiberFand 


Freedom of all Aſſemblies, and power of Kirk-Cenſures, and of all the Or- 


dinances of Jefus Chriſt, according to the rule of his own word: And that 
whatſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, may be diligently done 
for the houſe of the God of heaven z and, what ever heretofore hath been 
the figgeſtion of ſome to him, to render his Majeſty jealous of his Parlia- 
ment,and of the Servants of God: Yet as he hath declared, that in Scotland 
he will hearken to their Counſel, and follow their Advice in thoſe things 
that concern that Kingdome and Kirk ; $9 doth he alſo declare his firm re- 
ſolution,to manage the Government of the Kingdome of England by the 
Advice of his Parlianient, conliſting of an honſe'of Lords and of an honſe 


of Cominons therezandin thoſe things that concern Religion , to prefer | 


the counſels of the Miniſters of the Gofpel to all other Connfels whatſo- 
ever. Arid that all the world may ſte how much he tenders thefafety of his 
people; and how precious their blood is in his fight,and how defirons he is 
to recover, his Crownrand Governmentin Eng!a1d by ipeaceable means;-as 
- he dothiefteem the ſervice of thoſe who fir(t engagedin the Covenant, and 
have fince that time faithfully followed the ends thereof,ro be duty to God, 
and Loyalty to him ; fo is he willing, in regard of others who have been 
involved in theſe late Commorions'in England » againſt Religion and Go- 


vernment, co paſs anat of Oblivio rape only fome few-in that Na- . 


tion havebeen chief Obftrifters of the work' of Reformation , and 
chjefAnthors of the thange of the Government, and of the Murther of his 
Royal Fatter.Provided, That thefe who are to have the benefit of this At, 
lay down' Arms, and retarnnnto the Obedience of their lawful Soveraign. 
Sel. V.The Committee of eftates ofthe Kingdom,and General aſſembly 
of theKirk of Sor? mlieving declared ſo filly m what concerns the Se&a- 
ries,at Preſent df ns, Keſblutions and Aﬀings of their Army againſt 
the Kingdom of Scotland: And the fame Committee and Aﬀembly having 
ſufficiently laid open publiqueDangers and Duties, both upon the right 
hand andupon the” left, it is not needfulfor his Majeſty to adi} any thing 
thereanto 3; except, That. in thofethings he doth comme1d and approve 
them. , and thathe'refolves tolive and TX with them, and his Loyal Sub- 
zeds, in proſecution ofthe Ends of the Covenant. uy 
 Se8.VT. And whereas that prevailing party in England, after their 
Range arPariont, antinfolent Aﬀtions inthe Land, Do not onely keep 
his 
alſo have now Invaded the Kingdame of Scotland,who have deſerved better - 
things at their hands, andagainit whont they have no juſtquarrel ; His Ma- 


i LI 
Government, accorded upon by 7700p of Divines at Weſtminſter, may 


Jelty from the Government of t1atKingdome by force of Arms,bt ' 


jeſty , 


(66) 

doth-taerefore defire and DP .-Þ all kis-good Subjects in Englaud, 
whore and reſol ay faithfull ta God and ts je according to 
the Covenant,will lay hold'upon ſuch an opportunity, and uſethei utmoſt 
endeavorsto promove the Covenant,and all the ends thereof;and to recon 
ver and re-eſtabliſh the Ancient Government of Kingdome af England(un» 
der, which,for many generations,it did flouriſh in peace and plenFy.of meh 
and in Reputation aaroad) and Priviledges of the Parliament, and Native 
and juſt Liberty of the people : His Majelity delires to affure hinelf, taat 
there doth remain in theſe ſo much confidence, of their duty to Reli 10N, 
their King and Country,and ſo many ſparkles of the ancieat Englih Valor, 
which ſhined ſo eminently in their Novle Auceſtors., as. wall pug them on 
t5 beltir themſelves, for the: breaking the Yoke of thoſe/mens c preſſion 
from off their Necks ::ſhall men-of, Conſcience and honours fot Religion: 
Liberties and Government at ſo low a rate, as not rather. to-undergo. any 
. hazard, before thev be thus deprived of them 2: Will nog all generous men 
count any death more.tolerable, then to liveia ſervitade all their days? And 
will not, Poſtecity. blame thaſe who dare attempt notaing.for cheniſAe . 


and for tzeir Cuildren, in ſo gooda Cauſe, in ſuch-an Exigent?, Whereas if 


they gather themſelves, and take courage, PUrng on 100 an[yera- 


bleco ſo Noble andjult an Enterprize, they ſhall honor, God,. and gain. 
themfel yes the reputation of Piqus men, worthy Patriots, and Loyal Sub- 
jefts,apdbecalled The Repairers of the Breach » Þy the preſent.and [iceed-. 
ng Generations  andthiey may egrexiply, pronne $0, cpemlelyes a Blgling, 
from God, npon fo juſt and honorable undertaking for. t eLord, and or, 
his cauſe for their own Liberties, their NativeKing and Country, andthe: 
unvaluable-good and happineſs of their Poſterity. Whatever hathfo Err 
ly been his Majelties guiltine(s before God, and the bad ſuccels that thofe 
have had who owned his Afaires, - whilſt he ſtood 1m Oppofition; ta the. 
work of God ; yet the ſtateof the queſtion being now:: 1d his Ma-. 
jeſty having obtained Mercy to be on Gods.ſide, and to prefer Gods irites, 
reſt before his ownghe hopes,that the Lard will be gracious... and Connte-, 
nance,his own cauſe in the hands of weak andfinful jnifrumears, againſt 
all Enemies whatſoeve?t., This 13 all chat can be ſaid by us. a iy Hot re- 
erty. to thoſe inEng/apd and Ireland, at buck 2dipoces, Fu hey that 
acquit themſelves at this time. in the ative, diſcharge oftheir neceſſary due; 
ties, ſo ſhall They -be accepted beforeGod ,, endeared to his Majelty ,"ahd\ 
their names had in rememembrancethroughoyt the World. Given at our, 
Court at Dyafirmlin che lixteenth day of Auguſt, 1659. 3ndin theſecyhd. 


year of our Raign, |. Bo amd: xrtoemtion vid o's 
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